
Understanding the Community Landscape around Early Grade Reading
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Quantitative Data

· Number of public school districts in your service area

For each school district:


General Information/Data
· Name of/contact information for district superintendent

· Is the school board elected, or appointed?

· Number of schools by level (however this district structures schools – e.g., elementary, middle, high)
· Number of schools designated as Title I schools
· Number of Title I schools on a school improvement/corrective action/state watch list for not meeting federal Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) standards
· Enrollment:  
· Total for district

· Number and percentage by 

· students’ race/ethnicity

· eligibility for free or reduced-price lunch (a commonly used proxy for poverty)

· special education status (often referred to as SPED)

· English language learner status (often referred to as ELL or ESOL)

· Trends over time (i.e., numbers are stable, going up, or going down)
· Number enrolled in public school pre-Kindergarten programs; trend over time 

· Number enrolled per level (e.g., elementary, middle, high); trends over time

· Per-pupil expenditure
Early-grade Reading Data
· Number and percentage of fourth grade students reading at or above the proficient level according to your state’s reading assessment:

· Total for district; 
· Number and percentage by 
· students’ race/ethnicity

· eligibility for free or reduced-price lunch (a commonly used proxy for poverty)

· special education status (often referred to as SPED)

· English language learner status (often referred to as ELL or ESOL)

· individual school
�





Listed below is foundational information to gather about your community’s education system and 4th-graders’ early grade reading scores as you begin to work on early grade reading issues.  You will pursue more-detailed data and information as you and your partners work to build community change strategies to increase early grade reading proficiency.  The education system and academic progress data listed here should be publically available from the school district’s web site or administrative office.  The suggestion below is to compile data at the school district level.  Smaller communities may choose to pull together data for individual schools rather than districts.
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